
 

 

 

 

 

 



A  Note from the Desk of TCR Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wow!  The old saying of ñtime flies when you are having funò is an accurate 

way to describe TCRôs and Child Care Centralôs seventh annual Measure of   

Tomorrow conference.  For everyone who is a returning attendee thank you  

and it is great to see you.  For all our new attendees we welcome you.            

As  executive director of TCR, I sincerely thank everyone who has worked for 

the past year to make this possible.  From finding a new venue, speakers, and 

preparing supplies there is a lot of work that goes into making all of this  

happen. 

As we look to the future, we want to provide a conference that is relevant, 

fun, and impactful. We want to address topics that are important to us all, in 

a format that produces conversation and reflective thought.  TCR and CCC 

strive to produce a learning environment that promotes equity, diversity and 

inclusion.  We would like to lead by example, by looking deeper at what we 

do and who we serve.  However, we ask you as childcare providers to do the 

same. Stop, step back and take a deep look at the children and families you 

serve.  How do we improve? 

It is our goal that when you leave the Measure of Tomorrow conference you 

may have discovered some of those answers.   We strive to create a path for 

you to take action and find ways to be more inclusive for all families and to 

provide safe and compassionate care for the children each of you serve.        

Our children, families and the child care profession need this more now         

than ever.   

Thank you for attending and we hope this is the best conference yet!  I look 

forward to seeing everyone next year! 

Kay 
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Welcome to Anniston! 

 

It is our pleasure to have the 4th Annual TCR Early Childhood Conference here in Anniston. 

As Mayor and on behalf of the resident's and members of the Anniston City Council we hope 

you enjoy your time with us. 

 

While I am confident this two-day conference will provide valuable teaching techniques, 

resources, and materials for children in your care, it is also a great opportunity for seasoned 

providers to be refreshed and recharged. 

 

While you are here, if time permits, we invite you to experience some of the beauty and 

history that makes Anniston unique. 

 

Anniston is blessed with natural beauty and great people. We have two Smithsonian­ 

quality museums: the Anniston Museum of Natural History and the Berman Museum of 

World History; and two world class bike trails: the Chief Ladiga Trail, which is a Rails-to­ 

Trails project, and the Coldwater Mountain Bike Trail, which is recognized as Bronze Level 

by the International Mountain Biking Association. 

 

With a resurgent, walkable downtown populated with restaurants, bars, and specialty shops, 

you will  have plenty to do during your visit. We also have McClellan, a former military base 

that is ripe for both commercial and residential development. 

 

Very recently, the Freedom Riders National Monument was established in Anniston making 

it one of only three such national monuments in Alabama. 

 

We have so much to offer in Anniston. We are pleased that you are visiting our beautiful city 

and hope that you will visit us again soon. Who knows...You might just decide to stay! 
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Program Flow 

July 31, 2024 

ñI SEE Youò 

 

7:30ï 8:00 Registration  

8:00ï 8:10 Welcome & Opening Remarks 

   Kay Jennings, TCR Executive Director 

Jack Draper, Mayor, City of Anniston 

8:10ï 9:40  Get Rhythm!- John Scalici 

9:50ï 11:20 Breakout Session I 

11:25-12:25  Lunch & Networking 

12:30ï 2:00  Break-out Session II 

2:15ï 3:45  Break-out Session III 

3:45ï 4:00 Closing Announcements & Door Prizes 
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Meet Our Speakers 

Day 1: 

Opening Presenter 

John Scalici 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Scalici is an award winning teaching artist, author, internationally recognized            

facilitator, musician, and a member of the John C. Maxwell Team of certified speakers, 

coaches, and trainers. His interactive, motivational programs are in high demand at        

leading corporations, college campuses, elementary, middle and high schools across        

the U.S. 

As an accomplished musician, Mr. Scalici has toured the U.S. with two bands, Gravy and                 

junkyardmen. He has toured with blues and rock legends Buddy Guy, the Allman Brothers 

Band, Govôt Mule and Widespread Panic. He has released three solo cdôs: Rhythm Music, 

Rhythms for Movement and Drumming, and Rhythmic Fun for Everyone. 

His passion, however, lies in empowering others through an interactive rhythm                  

experience. Weaving powerful metaphors of leadership and team dynamics, Mr. Scalici is   

a favorite with the corporate and education world. He is a master of taking the goals and      

objectives of his audience and creating a unique presentation which will inspire and         

initiate change. 

Mr. Scalici is the recipient of the 2010 ñMaking a Differenceò award by the Alabama          

Alliance for Arts Education. He has written a new book called Learn In Rhythm, which         

utilizes rhythm-infused lesson plans to teach core curriculum subjects such as math,        

science, and language arts to elementary and middle school students. 

Print and television media featuring John Scaliciôs work include: Making Music Magazine, 

DRUM! Magazine, Executive Travelers Magazine, The Hallmark Channel, Society for Arts 

in Healthcare, and Campus Recovery Magazine. 
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Day I Session Presenters: 

 

Blaklie Blevin, MS CCC-SLP, Talk2Me, Inc. 

Blaklie earned her bachelorsô degree (2000) and masterôs degree (2002) in speech language pathology from the 

University of Montevallo. She is licensed through the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) 

and the Alabama Board of Examiners for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology (ABESPA) and is a member 

of the Speech and Hearing Association of Alabama (SHAA). Blaklie is the owner of Talk2Me, Inc. and enjoys 

providing services to children in a variety of settings. 

 

Autumn Bobo, OTR/L , TEAM Rehabilitation, Inc. 

Autumn earned her occupational therapy degree from the University of Alabama at Birmingham in 1998.        

Autumn is certified by the National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT), a member of      

the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) and the Alabama Occupational Therapy Association 

(ALOTA). She is owner of TEAM Rehabilitation, Inc., which serves children throughout Calhoun and the         

surrounding counties in a variety of  settings including outpatient, early intervention, and school-systems. 

 

Emily Campbell, AL Healthy Kids, Healthy Future Coordinator at the Alabama Partnership for 

Children.  

Emily received her BS in Public Health and MPH in Health Education and Promotion from the University of    

Alabama. She is also a Certified Health Education Specialist. She has experience in  providing health education 

programming in areas of physical activity, nutrition, and disability inclusion. Using her experience in health    

education, she works to provide educational opportunities to early childhood educators throughout Alabama    

and embed evidence-based practices into state systems. 

 

Gerald Creel Jr.,  MA, MBA, MS, Central Alabama Community College Site Director-Talladega 

Gerald ñJerryò Creel is the Director of Central Alabama Community College in Talladega. He holds advanced   

degrees in counseling, business, and  human resources. Mr. Creel is also a business instructor and a business   

consultant. 

 

 

    

Dr. Kobee  S. Fitzgerald, LPC, Compassionate Counseling Service 

Lead Pastor of Ekklesia Ministries, married to Katenia Dozier on June 12, 1993. To their union have been         
born three adorable daughters. Kobee received his Doctor of Theologyï North Carolina Seminary, Virginia Beach, 
NC, Masters of Divinityï Interdenominational Theological Center, Atlanta, GA, Masters of Mental Health,          
Counselingï Walden University, Bachelor of Science in Religion/Philosophyï Athens State University,              
Associate of Science in General Edï NW Shoals Community College, Muscle Shoals, AL. 

 

Beth Jones, MSW, IECMH-EÈ,   Project Director Alabama Department of Mental Health 

Beth holds a bachelorôs degree in Social Work from the University of Alabama at Birmingham and a masterôs     
degree in Social Work form the University of Alabama. She was honored to be a part of the first cohort of            
Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Consultants serving providers and families of young children           
statewide.   Bethôs experience includes leading the Alabama Association of Infant and Early Childhood Mental 
Health prior to joining the Alabama Department of Mental Health. In addition to leading PPEER grant efforts. 
Beth also serves as a certified trainer of the Erikson Instituteôs Facilitating Attuned Interactions (FAN) and          
Zero to Threeôs Growing Brain curricula. 

                   

 




