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A Note from Desk of TCR
Executive Director:

Thank you! The saying “It takes a big heart to help shape little
minds.”, supports everyone who chooses working with children
and families as a career. As TCR hosts its fifth Early Education
Conference we welcome everyone whose hearts have made
incredible impacts on the children and families you serve.
Through the efforts of Child Care Central, over the past five
years, TCR has witnessed a small ACEs conference with only 100
attendee’s flourish. This year, The Measure of Tomorrow
Conference, has more than 400 registrations, all at no cost.
Wow! It is our goal to surpass 1000 as we continue to grow and
make this available to all Alabama providers.
I am honored and excited to share that TCR turns 50 this year.
In my time with TCR, I never imagined the growth I have
witnessed. I am proud to be a part of such a diverse, energetic,
and professional team. At TCR, the energy level is always
high, and I hope that you find it contagious. TCR’s goal is for
you to return to your program feeling refreshed, rested, and
with plans to provide OUR children with the classroom
resources they need to grow into the potential they all have.
Remember for many of our children, YOU are THEIR safe
haven. We will see you again next year!
Sincerely,
Kay Jennings, Executive Director

Thank you to
our sponsors.

Thank you to all the businesses and individuals who
have donated to help better equip our early
childcare educators and providers.

Thank you to
our sponsors.

Thank you to all the businesses and individuals who
have donated to help better equip our early
childcare educators and providers.

MEET OUR SPEAKERS
DAY 1: "BACK TO THE BASICS"

Niki Spears
Keynote Speaker

Speaking and writing has always been a passion of mine and
being able to turn it into a fulfilling career has been one of my
greatest achievements. When I left my job as a principal in 2016
and Co-Founded The Energy Bus for Schools Leadership
Journey, amazing things transpired in my life. Since then, I’ve
never looked back and have been sharing my message of
creating a positive life.

Jenniffer Whyte
Footnote Speaker

Jennifer Whyte is a resident of Anniston and a native of the Dominican
Republic who loves young children and early childhood education. She
currently teaches pre-K and Kindergarten Spanish (along with High
School) at the Donoho School. She was the World Language Teacher of
the Year for the State of Alabama in 2021, the Southern Region Teacher
of the Year 2021, and a finalist for the 2022 National Teacher of the Year.
Jenniffer has been using Zumba and movement games to teach her
students for over 20 years.
She is a pastor’s wife, mother of 5 children, and a world traveler. Jenniffer
holds a bachelor’s degree in Spanish education and a master’s degree in
English education. She is so excited about motivating others to serve and
to work out.

Program
Flow

Day 1 "Child Development and Early Learning"
Day 2 "Countering ACEs and Mental Health with Positive Experiences!"
- Wear your stay positive t- shirt.
Day 3 "Creating Adaptable, Creative, and Innovative Children
through language, Literacy, and Music" - Come dressed as your
favorite story book or children's book character.

August 2, 2022
"Child Development
and Early Learning"
7:30-8:10 AM

Registration

8:10-8:15 AM

Welcome / Announcements

8:15-11:15 AM

Keynote Speaker: Niki Spears

11:30-12:30 AM

Session 1

12:30-1:30 PM

Lunch

1:30-2:30 PM

Session 2

2:55-3:55 PM

Footnote Presenter: Jenniffer Whyte

3:55-4:00 PM

Closing Remarks

Session 1 (11:30-12:30)
"Bolster Executive Functioning Skills to Prepare Kids for
School"

Rm #204- Bagley Center

Sandy Resa/ Michelle Denney, Afterschool Quality Standards Project, Auburn University

"Morale- The Foundation for Building and Sustaining a
Healthy Work Environment"

Rm#206- Bagley Center

Dr. Jason Bryant, Auburn University

"Feelin’ Good Fun” Inclusive Sensory Play for Infants and
Toddlers”

Rm#306- Bagley Center

Morgan Harris, Child Care Enhancement with a Purpose

"Becoming Breastfeeding Friendly”

Rm#1106- Bagley Center

Sheree Taylor, Cooperative Extension

"Increasing Engagements to Decrease Challenging Behaviors"

Rm #326- Bagley Center

"Leveraging Partnerships through Afterschool!"

Classroom #13

Erynn Lusk/ Alice Grantham, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

Ericka Rucker, Afterschool Quality Standards Projects Director, Auburn University

"Supporting Children with Transitions in the Early Childhood
Classroom"

Classroom #14

Candace Feazell, Center Director, Loving Kids Learning Center

"Taking a Trip From Minimum Standards to Performance
Standards"

Ricker Worship Center

Deborah Gamble, The Office of Training Development

"Best Practices for Physical Activity in ECE settings: PALS

Rm #323- Bagley Center

"Anything Worksheets Do, DAP Can Do Better"

Rm #324- Bagley Center

Christina LeVert, Alabama Healthy Kids, Healthy Future

Beth Corum, Pre-3 Coach, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

"Understanding Child Development and the Role of Play"
Gwen Ford, Gadsden State Community College

"Dual Language Learner: My Story "
Maria Ortiz, Cheaha Regional Head Start, Bi-Lingual Specialist

Rm # 325- Bagley Center

Classroom #11

"Make and Take- Travia Edwards- Discount School Supply
Ricker Worship Center

Session 2 (1:30-2:30)
"Bolster Executive Functioning Skills to Prepare Kids for
School”

Rm #204- Bagley Center

"Morale-The Foundation for Building and Sustaining a
Healthy Work Environment”

Rm #206- Bagley Center

Sandy Resa/ Michelle Denney, Afterschool Quality Standards Projector, Auburn University

Dr. Jason Bryant, Auburn University

"Feelin’ Good Fun” Inclusive Sensory Play for Infants and

Rm #306- Bagley Center

Toddlers”

Morgan Harris, Child Care Enhancement with a Purpose

"Becoming Breastfeeding Friendly”
Sheree Taylor, Cooperative Extension

Rm #1106- Bagley Center

“Increasing Engagements to Decrease Challenging Behaviors"

Rm #326- Bagley Center

"Leveraging Partnerships through Afterschool!"

Classroom #13

Erynn Lusk/ Alice Grantham, , Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

Ericka Rucker, Afterschool Quality Standards Project Director, Auburn University

"Having Those Difficult Conversations"

Classroom #14

"Taking a Trip From Minimum Standards to Performance
Standards"

Ricker Worship Center

Andi Wilson, Infant Toddler Professional Development Specialist

Deborah Gamble, Office of Training & Development

"Cooking Matters”

Rm #323- Bagley Center

"Anything Worksheets Do, DAP Can Do Better"

Rm #324- Bagley Center

Christina LeVert, Healthy Kids, Healthy Future

Beth Corum, P-3, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

"Understanding Child Development and the Role of Play"
Gwen Ford, Gadsden State Community College

"Dual Language Learner: My Story"

Maria Ortiz, Cheaha Regional Head Start, Bilingual Specialist

Rm# 325- Bagley Center
Classroom #11

Day 1 Sessions:
1. Morale – The Foundation for Building and Sustaining a Healthy Work Environment - A healthy culture
boosts morale. Healthy interpersonal relationships, management styles, HR, and many more factors influence culture.
Focusing on the 3Ts: Tone, Time, Talent Support and Development will help leaders/directors set the tone of the
culture in their building and boost the morale of employees. This session will help leaders/directors understand the
need to be inclusive and to create a voice for employees to boost the morale of their organization and in turn strengthen
the work of their employees. – Dr. Jason Bryant Rm # 206
2. ANYTHING WORKSHEETS DO, DAP CAN DO BETTER! Research shows that young children do not learn the
same way adults learn. Doing worksheets and sitting and listening to an adult talk for long periods of time does not work
with young children. What we now know is that children learn through being actively involved and through their senses.
This session will help educators shift their thinking to the importance of the use of Developmentally Appropriate Practice.
– Beth Corum Rm#324
3. Supporting Children with Transitions in the Early Childhood Classroom. – Transitioning in the classroom
with toddlers and preschoolers can be a challenge. Think about how many times each day children start an activity,
stop an activity, clean up, wash hands, eat, go outside, come inside, and so much more! Learning some key concepts
of transition can make each transition smooth and smooth transitions can be what unlocks a very successful day.
-Candace Feazell Rm#14
4. Understanding Child Development: The Value of Play What role does play have in child development?
Let’s explore how child development and learning happens inside of the classroom setting. - Gwen Ford Rm#325

5. Taking a Trip From Minimum Standards to Performance Standards
Information will be shared on changes/ additions that was made in the new Child Care Licensing & Performance
Standards that went into effect September 13, 2021). (Going From Minimum to Quality)!!!
– Deborah Gamble Ricker Worship Center

6. Increasing Engagement to Decrease Challenging Behaviors
In this session, participants will gain an understanding about the importance of high-quality, engaging techniques
to reduce challenging behaviors in the classroom. Participants will also reflect on how implementing these simple, yet
effective strategies based on CLASS dimensions can create significant, positive outcomes for children.
– Erynn Lusk/ Alice Grantham Rm #326
7. Feelin’ Good Fun: Inclusion Sensory Play for Infants and Toddlers Learn how to identify “red flags”
in our sensory system for Infants & Toddlers as well as inclusive play to incorporate inside the classroom.
– Morgan Harris Rm#306
8. PALS- Best Practices for Physical Activity in ECE settings- PALS is an “out of the box” training designed
to give early care providers a solid knowledge base of best practices for physical activity. The PALS content
addresses physical activity for children birth through age five years. The goal of PALS is to support practice and
policy changes in ECE programs. – Christina LeVert Rm# 323

Cooking Matters - Early childhood is an ideal time to instill an appreciation for consuming a variety of healthy foods.
In this training, providers will take part in hands-on activities that will show them various ways to encourage acceptance
of healthy foods among children in their care . – Christina LeVert Rm# 323 (1:30-2:30)
9. Dual Language Learners: My Story- Learn the difference between cultures through the eyes of the speaker.
-(Maria Ortiz) Rm#11

10. Bolster Executive Functioning Skills to Prepare Kids for School and Beyond - Do you have students
who struggle with self-regulation and impulse control? What about organization and time management? These and
other executive functioning skills are important aspects of early learning and development. Join us as we share
practical, age-appropriate strategies for promoting and coaching the development of executive functioning skills for
children of all ages, thus setting students up for social and academic success.
– Sandy Resa/ Michelle Denney Rm#204
11. Leveraging Partnerships through Afterschool - Partnerships are a fundamental part of the success of a
community. Schools, business, organizations, and people are all pieces of a community. In this session, we will
discuss some key ways to leverage partnerships throughout your community through afterschool. Afterschool
programs are a fun place to engage students, but they also are a gateway to your community. Be prepared to
network and share resources with other participants, as well as learn new strategies to build a strong afterschool
program and strengthen community partnerships along the way. – Ericka Rucker Rm#13
12. Becoming Breastfeeding Friendly- Human Sciences Extension Agents will work with childcare providers, both
center and home based to help them become certified as Breastfeeding Friendly. The certification process includes
a two-hour training to be conducted by the REA. Following the training, interested providers must implement the
“5 Steps to Becoming Breastfeeding Friendly.” Providers will be given a toolkit that walks them through the process
and provides resources and tips for each step. Upon completion of the 5 Steps providers will submit an application
for a site visit. REA will conduct site visits to determine which provider is successfully following all 5 Steps.
Certification will be good for two years from date awarded. Multiple websites will host the names of certified
providers (ACES, ADPH, Alabama Breastfeeding Committee). Sheree Taylor Rm#1106
13. Having Those Difficult Conversations- Who dreads those difficult conversations with employees and parents?
In all honesty, we all do.. but there are ways to make those difficult conversations rewarding for the employee,
parent, and director. Join Andi Wilson as she shares how to prepare for those difficult conversations.
Andi Wilson Rm# 13

ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCESQUESTIONNAIRE
1. Did a parent or other adult in the household often or very often swear at you, insult
you, put you down, or humiliate you? No
Yes
2. Did a parent or other adult in the household often or very often push, grab, slap, or
throw something at you? No
Yes
3. Did an adult or person at least 5 years older that you ever...touch or fondle you or
have you touch their body in a sexual way? No Yes
4. Did you often or very often feel that...no one in your family loved you or thought
you were important or special? No Yes
5. Did you often or very often feel that...you didn’t have enough to eat, had to wear
dirty clothes, and had no one to protect you? No Yes
6. Were your parents ever separated or divorced? No

Yes

7. Was your mother or stepmother: often or very often pushed, grabbed, slapped, or
had something thrown at her? Or sometimes, often, or very often kicked, bitten, hit
with a fist, or hit with something hard or ever repeatedly hit at least a minutes or
threatened with a gun or knife? No Yes
8. Did you live with anyone who was a problem drinker or alcoholic or who used street
drugs? No Yes
9, Was a household member depressed or mentally ill, or did a household member
attempt suicide? No Yes
10. Did a household member go to prison? No Yes

Adverse Childhood Experiences Questionnaire (Mar 05, 2019). Traumadissociation.com.
Retrieved Mar 5, 2019, from http://traumadissociation.com/ace. Try it yourself: http://traumadissociation.com/ace

MEET OUR SPEAKERS

DAY 2: "Countering ACEs and Mental Health with Positive
Experiences!"

Dr. Calvin Moore, Jr.
Opening Speaker

Dr. Calvin Moore, Jr., is an accomplished and experienced early
childhood education leader, was appointed interim CEO of the
Council for Professional Recognition in May 2020; he’s the first
CEO of the Council to also hold its early education credential, the
Child Development Associate® (CDA). He previously served on
the Council’s governing board. Moore earned his CDA nearly
three decades ago. His connection to Head Start began when he
participated in the program as a child; he also has vast
professional Head Start experience, having served in large,
small, urban, and rural, and center-based and family childcarebased programs, as well as programs focused predominantly on
Hispanic families.

Joy Winchester

Closing Speaker

Joy Winchester is the Early Learning Best Practice
Coordinator for the Alabama Department of Early Childhood
Education supporting the Alabama Voluntary Pre-K
classrooms statewide. Having spent twenty-five years in the
field of early childhood education, Joy has served in every
position from assistant teacher to director in all classrooms
from birth to 5. She is currently supporting teachers with
strategies in challenging behaviors, building a strong resilient
classroom, dual language learner support and works with
other state departments to advocate and promote the
importance of high-quality early childhood education.

August 3, 2022
"Countering ACEs and Mental Health with Positive Experiences!”

8:00-8:05 AM

Welcome / Announcements

8:15-9:30 AM

Opening: Dr. Calvin Moore, Jr.

9:45-10:45 AM

Session 1

11:00-12:00 AM

Session 2

12:15-1:15 PM

Lunch

1:30-2:30 PM

Session 3

2:50-4:00 PM

Footnote Speaker: Joy Winchester

Session 1 (9:45-10:45)
"Addiction and Chemical Dependency Impacts Families and
Children"

Classroom #13

Jonathan Michael Martin, M.Ed., LPC, NCC, Licensed Professional Counselor

"Autism- Early Identification”
Miranda Lambert, Child Care Enhancement with a Purpose

"Mental Health: Understanding Your Value"
Yashicka Fomby, Licensed Professional Counselor

"The Fundamentals of Caring for Others"
Dr. Kobee Fitzgerald, Compassionate Counseling Service

"Understanding Mental Health in the African American
Community "

Rm #326- Bagley Center

Ricker Worship Center

Rm #323- Bagley Center

Rm #306- Bagley Center

Dr. Timothy Phillips, Associate Licensed Professional Counselor

"Prevention Through Coalition Building"

Classroom #14

"Children and ACEs: Easy Targets for Human Trafficking”

Rm #206- Bagley Center

"Reflective Practice: A Holding Space for Self-Exploration
with Staff in Early Childhood Mental Health”

Rm #1106- Bagley Center

Deanna McLeroy, Drug Prevention Specialist (ASAP)

Teresa Collier, Forensic Child Interview Specialist, Child Trafficking

Lakeeshia Sandlin, Program Director, TCR Parents as Teachers

"Grab Your Shades"
Amy Brakenhoff, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

Rm # 325- Bagley Center

"Investing Where It Matters"

Rm #324- Bagley Center

" Responding to Children and Families After Disaster or

Rm #204- Bagley Center

Dr. Baron San dlin, JD, Northeast Alabama Com munity Development Corporation

Traumatic Events"

Dallas Rabig, Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health

"Social-Emotional Wellbeing in Educators"

Classroom #11

Carlena Holton, Pre-K Teacher

Session 2 (11:00-12:00)
"Addiction and Chemical Dependency Impacts Families and
Children"

Classroom #13

Jon athan Michael Martin, M.Ed., LPC, NCC, Licensed Professional Counselor

"Autism- Early Identification”

Rm #326- Bagley Center

Miranda Lambert, Child Care Enhancement with a Purpose

"Mental Health: Understanding Your Value "

Ricker Worship Center

Yashicka Fomby, Licensed Professional Counselor

"The Fundamentals of Caring for Others"
Dr. Kobee Fitzgerald, Compassionate Counseling Service

"Understanding Mental Health in the African American
Community "

Rm #323- Bagley Center

Rm #306- Bagley Center

Dr. Timothy Phillips, Associate Licensed Counselor

"Prevention Through Coalition Building"

Classroom #14

Deanna McLeroy, Drug Prevention Specialist (ASAP)

"Children and ACEs: Easy Targets for Human Trafficking”

Rm# 206- Bagley Center

"Reflective Practice: A Holding Space for Self-Exploration with
Staff in Early Childhood Mental Health”

Rm #1106- Bagley Center

Teresa Collier, Forensic Child Interview Specialist, Child Trafficking

Lakeeshia Sandlin

"Investing Where It Matters"

Rm #324- Bagley Center

Dr. Baron Sandlin, JD, Northeast Alabama Com munity Development Corporation

"Responding to Children and Families After Disaster or
Traumatic Events"

Rm #204- Bagley Center

Dallas Rabig, Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health

"Grab Your Shades"

Amy Brakenhoff, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

Rm #325 – Bagley Center

"Social-Emotional Wellbeing in Educators"

Classroom #11

Carlena Holton, Pre-K Teacher

Session 3 (1:30- 2:30)
"Addiction and Chemical Dependency Impacts Families and

Children"

Jonathan Michael Martin, M.Ed., LPC, NCC, Licensed Professional Counselor

"Autism- Early Identification”
Miranda Lambert, Child Care Enhancement with a Purpose

"Mental Health: Understanding Your Value"

Classroom #13

Rm# 326- Bagley Center

Ricker Worship Center

Yashicka Fomby, Licensed Professional Counselor

"The Fundamentals of Caring for Others”

Rm #323- Bagley Center

Dr. Kobee Fitzgerald, Compassionate Counseling Service

"Understanding Mental Health in the African American
Community"

Rm #306- Bagley Center

Dr. Timothy Phillips, Associate Licensed Counselor

"Prevention Through Coalition Building"

Classroom #14

Deanna McLeroy, Drug Prevention Specialist (ASAP)

"Children and ACEs: Easy Targets for Human Trafficking”

Rm #206- Bagley Center

"Reflective Practice: A Holding Space for Self-Exploration with

Rm #1106- Bagley Center

Teresa Collier, Forensic Child Interview Specialist, Child Trafficking

Staff in Early Childhood Mental Health”

Lakeeshia Sandlin, M.A., ECMH-E, Program Director, TCR Parents as Teachers

Rm #325- Bagley Center

"Grab Your Shades”
Amy Brakenhoff, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

Rm #324- Bagley Center

"Investing Where It Matters"
Dr. Baron Sandlin, JD, Northeast Alabama Com m unity Development Corporation

"Responding to Children and Families After Disaster or
Traumatic Events"

Rm #204- Bagley Center

Dallas Rabig, Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health

Classroom #11

"Social-Emotional Wellbeing in Educators"
Carlena Holton, Pre-K Teacher

"Director’s Afternoon Tea”
Second Floor Bagley Center (1:00-2:30)

EarltAJversit/has Lastinglmpacts

Day 2 Sessions:
1. Grab Your Shades - What pair of shades are you wearing? We grab our glasses when we need to shield ourselves
from the sun, to see the fine print and to protect our eyes. In this session, we’ll talk about the lens we are truly looking
from, and how that knowledge can impact what we see. We will also reflect on how that impacts the children, families,
and co-workers we interact with as well. Join us for a time of developing our inner resources and creating purposeful,
positive, and sustainable change in our lives and the lives we touch. Learn how to create a home and school culture
that you truly want to see. Reflect on how you pass these beliefs and behaviors on those around you for generations
to come.- Amy Brakenhoff Rm#325
2. Children and ACEs: Easy Targets for Human Trafficking - Research has shown that children who experience
four or more Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) are at a higher risk of being involved in human trafficking. We will
explore the latest research on ACEs and the intersection of higher scores with human trafficking. The discussion will
also focus on resources available and strategies on how service providers can spot the red flags of children who may
be trafficking victims or who are at high risk of being a victim of the crime. – Teresa Collier Rm#206
3. Autism- Early Identification- This training will discuss the importance of early identification of children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD), as well as materials and practices to use in the classroom, and ways to speak with caregivers
about developmental concerns. – Miranda Lambert Rm#326
4. The Fundamentals of Caring for Others- “The fundamentals for caring for others are empathy, competence, and
self-care. When either of these essential ingredients are absent, we harm the person seeking help. In addition, the
caregiver and stakeholders suffer when the fundamentals for caring for others are neglected. Self-care is the most
difficult skill to ascertain in this continuum of care.” Dr. Kobee Fitzgerald Rm # 323
5. Mental Health: Understanding your Value – Recent studies have shown that it has never been more stressful to be an
educator than it has over the past two years. Teacher burnout is at an all-time high. So many of our stressors are out of our control
(pandemic, lack of subs, and increased student issues) but we can control how we manage our increased stress load. During this
presentation you will learn how stress is stored in the body and evidence-based ways to release it. During this training participants
will learn: 1.) Understand their value; 2.) How stress gets stored in the body; 3.) Evidence-based practices that complete the stress
cycle; and 4.) How to make an individualized self-care plan that meets the need of each person. - Yashika Fomby Rm# Chapel

6. Addiction and Chemical Dependency Impacts Families and Children – This seminar will discuss the nature
of substance abuse and chemical dependency on the family system. Participants will explore the disease of addiction,
possible warning signs, and the impact it has on child development. Consideration will also be given to specific policies
and procedures related to childcare settings. Michael Martin Rm# 13
7. Prevention through Coalition Building- Substance misuse prevention helps people to develop the knowledge,
attitudes, and skills that they need to redirect the inclination to participate in substance misuse or harmful behaviors.
Coalition building is a key factor in providing effective prevention education and services to the community. This
presentation will focus on prevention through coalition building, what this means and why this is important.
Deanna McLeroy Rm#14
8. Understanding Mental Health in the African American Community - The scope of the presentation will
look at how past trauma, violence, and the lack of education have impacted the African American communities.
Mental health includes but is not limited to the emotional, psychological, and social well-being across all life domains.
In discussing how one's emotional and mental health has been affected by how an individual thinks, feels, and acts.
How mental health could affect an individual’s stress level in the workplace, home, and community. We will also explore
the impact of COVID-19, the healthcare system, and how the media has portrayed the African American community to
the point of escalating stress, anxiety, and depression. Dr. Timothy Phillips Rm#306
9. Responding to Children and Families After Disaster or Traumatic Events- At some point in our lives we
will experience a natural or man-made disaster or traumatic event, and someone we know will be directly effected.
However, most of the time these events are unpredictable. Often the first response providers move in and stabilize,
providing immediate needs but leaving children and families without longer term support. Learn more about how to
support the families in your program in times of disaster and trauma. Resources will be explored.
- (Dallas Rabig) Rm# 204

10. Investing Where it Matters– During this session we will discuss the importance of Mental Health/Emotional
Wellness for the professional and the impact it has on the work environment, co-workers, and student. Approaches
and best practices will be discussed giving the professional real applications to take back to their place of work.
Dr. Baron Sandlin Rm#324

11. Reflective Practice: A Holding Space for Self-Exploration with Staff in Early Childhood Mental HealthThis presentation will reflect on the importance of Self–Exploration with Staff in Early Childhood Mental Health. We will
explore on how Reflective Practice allows early childhood professionals to develop a critical understanding of their own
practice, and continually develop the necessary skills, knowledge, and approaches to achieve the best outcome for
children. Lakeeshia Sandlin Rm#1106
12. Social-Emotional Wellbeing in Educators - As Educators, we are entering into a new school year. And with that
new school year comes old and new challenges. In this class, we are changing things up! By focusing on you, the
educator, we are going to be talking about social-emotional change in YOU. What you can do to cultivate the change
in you, before cultivating it into your students! Come join me for an awesome and interactive class.
- Carlena Holton Rm#11

Creative learning develops the executive functions of the brain. A child’s language ability affects learning and
developmentin all areas, especially emerging literacy.
Did you know that so many of our favorite children’s books have a certain rhyme or rhythmic pattern? There is
a strong connection between literacy, music, and language.

MEET OUR SPEAKERS

DAY 3: "Creating Adaptable, Creative and Innovative
Children through Language, Literacy and Music"

Jennifer Daniels
Opening Presentation

Jennifer offers lively, humorous, interactive workshops for
educators seeking to build stories, songs, and movement into
their curriculum. With a masters in counseling, and certification in
Autism Movement Therapy, Jennifer teaches participants how to
facilitate intentional play that draws kids into learning. Jennifer
works closely with Eric Litwin, the author of the bestselling Pete
the Cat picture books, and she also helps The Learning Groove
music and movement curriculum, by walking teachers through
the training process.
.

Comer Yates

Closing Speaker

Comer is the Executive Director of the Atlanta Speech
School, where he has held the role of more than 20 years.
Established in 1938 as a free clinic for children who were
deaf or hard of hearing, today the Speech School is the
nation’s most comprehensive center for language and
literacy. It is composed of three preschools (Katherine
Hamm Center, Kenan Preschool and Stepping Stones
Preschool), a K-6 school for children with dyslexia (Wardlaw
School), a Clinic offering therapeutic and academic services
to advance learning, and the Rollins Center for Language
and Literacy, their professional development center focused
on promoting literacy outcomes with the online support of
their COX Campus- a free learning platform and global
community of practice advancing literacy to every ZIP code
with members in all fifty states and more than 44 countries.

August 4, 2021
"Creating Adaptable, Creative and Innovative Children through Language, Literacy and
Music"
8:00-9:00 AM

Session 1

9:15-10:30 AM

Session 2

11:00-12:00 AM

Opening Presentation: Jennifer Daniels

12:00-1:00 PM

Lunch

1:00-2:00 PM

Session 3

2:30-3:45 PM

Footnote Speaker: Comer Yates

2:50-4:00 PM

Closing Remarks

Session 1 (8:00- 9:00)
"Literacy, Literacy, Literacy!"

Classroom #12

"Making the Connection Between Math and Art

Rm#325- Bagley Center

Jeanna McEwen, Oxford Public Library

Allison Fuller, Alabama Public Television

"Stories and Songs, Oh, My! Using Books & Music to Enrich
Learning in the Infant & Toddler Classroom"
Pauline Lewis, Alabama Public Television

"Breaking Out: Puzzles and Activities to Challenge Young
Minds"

Ricker Worship Center

Rm#323- Bagley Center

Alexis Lang, Alabama Public Television

"Universal Design for Learning in Inclusive Settings- Moving
Forward for All Children"

Classroom #13

Stephanie Eger, Child Care Enhancement with a Purpose

"Relationship, Language and Knowledge- Construction with
Blocks"

Rm #306 - Bagley Center

Travis Morgan-Chavers, Athens State University

"Language, Literacy and Music!"

Classroom #11

Allison Edwards, Talladega City School Board

"Let’s Talk"
Kathy McDonald, Read Right from the Start

“Early Learning in STEM Concepts"
Dr. Johnnie Lundin, Athens State University

Rm#204-Bagley Center
Rm# 324- Bagley Center

"Introduction to Frog Street Curriculum"

Rm# 326- Bagley Center

Jayla Morrow/Dana Merren, Department of Early Childhood Education

"51 Ways to Promote Language and Literacy in the
Early Childhood Classroom"

Classroom #14

Beth Corum, P-3 Coach, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

Session 2 (9:15-10:30)
"Literacy, Literacy, Literacy!"

Classroom #12

"Making the Connection Between Math and Art

Rm #325-Bagley Center

Jeana McEwen, Oxford Public Library

Allison Fuller, Alabama Public Television

"Stories and Songs, Oh, My! Using Books & Music to Enrich
Learning in the Infant & Toddler Classroom"

Ricker Worship Center

Pauline Lewis, Alabama Public Television

"Breaking Out: Puzzles and Activities to Challenge Young
Minds"

Rm #323-Bagley Center

Alexis Lang, Alabama Public Television

"Universal Design for Learning in Inclusive Settings- Moving
Forward for All Children"

Classroom #13

Stephanie Eger, Child Care Enhancement with a Purpose

"Relationship, Language and Knowledge- Construction with
Blocks"

Rm #306-Bagley Center

Travis Morgan-Chavers, Athens State University

"Language, Literacy and Music!"
Allison Edwards, Talladega City School Board

"Building Vocabulary and Comprehension While Reading to
Children"
Kathy McDonald, Read Right from the Start

Classroom #11

Rm #204- Bagley Center

“Early Learning in STEM Concepts"
Dr. Johnnie Lundin, Athens State University

Rm# 324-Bagley Center

"Introduction to Frog Street Curriculum"

Jayla Morrow/Dana Merren, Department of Early Childhood Education

"51 Ways to Promote Language and Literacy in the Early
Childhood Classroom" "
Beth Corum, P-3 Coach, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

"The Power of Emotional Intelligence: What it is and How to
Succeed With It”
-Dr. Arturo Menefee, UA Center for Economic Development

Rm #326-Bagley Center

Classroom #14

Rm#1106- Bagley Center

Session 3 (1:00-2:00)
"Literacy, Literacy, Literacy!"

Classroom #12

"Making the Connection Between Math and Art

Rm #325- Bagley Center

"Stories and Songs, Oh, My! Using Books & Music to Enrich
Learning in the Infant & Toddler Classroom"

Ricker Worship Center

Jeana McEwen, Oxford Public Library

Allison Fuller, Alabama Public Television "

Pauline Lewis, Alabama Public Television

"Breaking Out: Puzzles and Activities to Challenge Young
Minds"

Rm #323- Bagley Center

Alexis Lang, Alabama Public Television "

"Universal Design for Learning in Inclusive Settings- Moving
Forward for All Children"

Classroom #13

Stephanie Eger, Child Care Enhancement with a Purpose

"Relationship, Language and Knowledge- Construction with
Blocks"

Rm #306- Bagley Center

Travis Morgan-Chavers, Athens State University

"Language, Literacy and Music!"

Classroom # 11

Allison Edwards, Talladega City Board of Education

“Early Learning in STEM Concepts"
Dr. Johnnie Lundin, Athens State University

"Introduction to Frog Street Curriculum"

Jayla Morrow/Dana Merren, Department of Early Childhood Education

“51 Ways to Promote Language and Literacy in the Early
Childhood Classroom"

Rm #324- Bagley Center
Rm #326- Bagley Center
Classroom #14

Beth Corum, P-3 Coach, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education

“The Power of Emotional Intelligence: What It is and How to
Succeed With It "

Rm #1106- Bagley Center

Dr. Arturo Menefee, UA Center for Economic Development

2:00- 2:25 – Ricker Worship Center
Civil Rights In Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP)

Day 3 Sessions:
1. Stories and Songs, Oh, My! Using Books & Music to Enrich Learning in the Infant & Toddler
Classroom - This training is designed to bring reading and music into the infant and toddler classroom in a fun,
simple way. This training will provide ideas on how to use books to extend learning for toddlers and how to use
developmentally appropriate music and movement songs for infants and toddlers.
– Pauline Lewis Ricker Worship Center

2. Relationship, Language and Knowledge Construction with Blocks- Although many assume mathematical

concepts are frontline learnings as children explore books, our investigation will unearth many perspectives into children’s
thinking and behaviors during block play. Could block play be the intersection of seminal theories, philosophies, and whole child
development? Travis Morgan-Chavers Rm#306

3. 51 WAYS to PROMOTE LANGUAGE AND LITERACY in the EARLY CHILDHOOD CLASSROOM - This

session is packed with practical and fun ways to expand the language skills of young children and incorporate literacy
throughout the school day. Participants will leave with a handout filled with descriptions of the ideas shared in the
session. -Beth Corum Rm#14

4. Language, Literacy and Music -Discover how all three connect improving speech and reading skills and
understanding the patterns of language. – Allison Edwards Rm#11

5. Universal Design for Learning in Inclusive Settings- Moving Forward for All Children - Discover what

this buzz is all about! Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a framework for supporting all young learners by providing
a variety of ways to access and process information and demonstrate what they have learned. What does this mean for
you in the classroom? Let’s pierce the cortex and dive into this sometimes-confusing topic!- Stephanie Eger Rm#13

6. Making the Connection Between Math and Art - What do math and art have in common? Let’s find out!

Through hands-activities, books and various forms of art, we will discover the connection. -Allison Fuller Rm#325

7. Session 1: Let’s TALK USING the TALK strategy, participants will have endless possibilities to immerse children in
language nutrition. This session helps you to capture those moments that may be overlooked for rich conversation.
Let’s begin our journey of TALKing every day, all day! -Kathy McDonald Rm#204

Session 2: Building Vocabulary and Comprehension While Reading to Children- In this session,

participants will gain knowledge of both the TIPS and PAT strategies. Through intentional use of both during daily read
alouds, children are exposed to new vocabulary and build comprehension skills.- Kathy McDonald Rm#204

8.

Literacy, Literacy, Literacy! - In this session we will be exploring tips, ideas, and skills on introducing books and
literacy to preschoolers. We will explore different types of literacy experiences for infants-pre-kindergarten such as
environmental print, early literacy skills, and making literacy a part of your whole day. – Jeanna McEwen Rm# 12

9. Breaking Out: Puzzles and Activities to Challenge Young Minds - Join us as we explore a variety of breakout

activities that have been designed to provide children with opportunities to solve problems, think logically, and work
collaboratively. In this one-hour workshop, we will engage in solving mysteries and breakout challenges that can be
done on paper, with a device, and with your own custom breakout box. Using books, PBS KIDS programs, and hands-on
activities, we will discover how to incorporate breakout challenges that will leave children excited for the next one!
- Alexis Lang Rm#323

10. Early Learning in STEM Concepts- This session will explore the basic concepts and supporting theories for
developmentally foundations for STEM learning for the early age. Dr. Johnnie Luden Rm#324

11. Introduction to Frog Street- What is the Frog Street Curriculum? Frog Street curriculum is a comprehensive dual

language program designed to meet the needs of diverse learners, while supporting 10 learning domains. Come join
us for an introduction to this engaging, interactive program that celebrates the joy of learning while children travel down
a road to success. Jayla Morrow/Danna Merren Rm#326

12. The Power of Emotional Intelligence: What it is and How to Succeed With It- Do you want to understand

yourself and others better? Do you know how your emotions not only affect you, but others? Emotional Intelligence is
not simply about feelings or just being in a good mood. It is about behaviors and choices. It is about your decisions. In
this immersive and engaging workshop with Dr. Menefee, you will learn how to harness your emotions and monitor
their impact on your environment and your performance. You will also learn to regulate your stress that will allow you
to maintain positive relationships for the benefit of your organization and yourself. – Dr. Arturo Menefee Rm #1106
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Dr. Jason C. Bryant, Associate Clinical Professor at Auburn University
Dr. Jason C. Bryant is an Associate Clinical Professor at Auburn University where he began in January 2016
and is currently serving as the director of Truman Pierce Institute within the College of Education at Auburn. Dr. Bryant
has seventeen years of K-12 experience as a former science teacher, assistant principal, and principal at both the
middle and high school level in Alabama. He is a past president and board member for the Southern Regional Council
on Educational Administration (SRCEA) and served on the executive board of the Alabama Association of Professors
of Educational Leadership (AAPEL). His dissertation is titled “Student Perspectives of Supporting and Hindering Factors
in School Integration and the Role of Racial Identity in the Process” which he received from Auburn University in
Administration of Elementary and Secondary Education.

Johnnie C. Lundin, Ed.D. Associate Professor, Elementary Education, Athens State
University
Dr. Johnnie Lundin holds a BSED, MAED, EdS, and EdD in Elementary Education and is National Board Certified. She
has taught 3rd grade and served an Alabama Reading Initiatives (ARI) Specialist. Dr. Lundin is an Associate Professor
of Elementary Education and Chair of the Early Childhood Elementary, and Inclusive Studies Department at Athens
State University. Dr. Lundin’s research interests include scientific inquiry-based instruction and effective mathematics
instruction in the early years..

Lakeeshia Sandlin M.A., ECMH-E®, Early Childhood Family Associate, Program Director, TCR
Parents as Teachers
My name is Lakeeshia Sandlin, I was born and raised in Talladega, Alabama. I am the wife of Mr. Baron Sandlin of 19
years and mother to 18-year-old Miss Emilee’ Sandlin. I am the Program Director of TCR Parents as Teachers
Program and holds a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education and a master’s degree in Family and
Community Services. Recently, I earned the First 5 Alabama® Endorsement for Culturally Sensitive, Relationshipfocused Practice Promoting Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health® as an Early Childhood Family Associate
(ECFA)! Over the past several years, I have worked with many children and families in a variety of settings. These
experiences have given me the opportunity to gain valuable knowledge and hands-on experience working with
children and families in different capacities.

Sandy Resa, Afterschool Quality Standards Project Director, Auburn University, Truman Pierce
Institute
Sandy Resa, a retired Alabama middle school principal and teacher, utilizes 32 years of experience to share
evidence-based practices that can be replicated to enhance the educational experiences of Alabama’s children.
Sandy strongly believes a positive culture creates an environment to allow success. Summer of
2019, Sandy attended Ruby Payne’s Emotional Poverty training and became a certified trainer. She is excited to
share strategies from this training to equip childcare providers and educators with techniques to improve learning
environments. Though retired, Sandy continues to be involved in education and as of late she has been a consultant
with Truman Pierce Institute at Auburn University and is the project director of the Afterschool Quality Standards
Project contracted with Alabama’s Department of Human Resources.

Ericka Rucker, Afterschool Quality Standards Project Director, Auburn University, Truman Pierce
Institute
Erika Rucker is the 21st CCLC Coordinator for Truman Pierce Institute (TPI), a past President of Alabama
Community Education Association (ACEA), and a Board Member for the National Afterschool Association
(NAA). Erika began her role at TPI in 2020 after working within 21 st CCLC for 11 years. She also began the
Alabama Afterschool Task Force, holding bi-weekly Zoom calls to help afterschool professionals survive the
pandemic’s effects on Afterschool.
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Teresa Collier, Child Forensic Interview Specialist

Teresa Collier holds a bachelor degree in Biology and Psychology and a master’s degree in Homeland Security and
Emergency Management. She worked for 8 years as an intelligence analyst with the Alabama Law Enforcement
Agency where she assisted federal, state, and local law enforcement with human trafficking cases and trained law
enforcement on how to investigate human trafficking crimes. Teresa is also a Child Forensic Interview Specialist and
has interviewed both child and adult victims of human trafficking. In 2018, she received the Meritorious Service Award
from the U.S. Attorney’s Office for her work on a federal human trafficking case.

Dr. Baron Sandlin, JD, Executive Director of Northeast Alabama Community Development
Corporation
Mr. Sandlin currently is the Executive Director of the Northeast Alabama Community Development Corporation where
he provides affordable housing, economic development, and youth leadership for residence of Northeast Alabama to
include: Calhoun, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega, and Tallapoosa counties. He is also
a consultant
in the area grant-writing, nonprofit development, youth development programs, and property development. He is very
passionate about working and developing adults and youth. His famous quote is “Investing where it Matters”. He
resides in Anniston, Alabama with his wife Lakeeshia Sandlin and their 18-year-old daughter Emilee’.

Dr. Kobee Fitzgerald, Compassionate Counseling Service
Lead Pastor at Ekklesia Ministries. Dr. Kobee S. Fitzgerald is the youngest of six siblings born to Elijah and Annie
Fitzgerald of Town Creek, AL on February 11, 1974. Married to Katenia Dozier on June 12, 1993. To their union have
been born three adorable daughters: Krystal, Kristen, and Keona. Doctor of Theology –North Carolina Seminary,
Virginia Beach, NC Masters of Divinity– Interdenominational Theological Center, Atlanta, GA, Masters of Mental
Health Counseling-Walden University, Minneapolis, MN, Bachelor of Science in Religion/ Philosophy–Athens State
University, Athens, AL, Associate of Science in General Ed –NW Shoals Community College, Muscle Shoals, AL,
Advanced High School Diploma–Hazelwood High School, Town Creek, AL.

Yashika Fomby, LBSW, MS, ED.S, LPC, Yashika Fomby Counseling
Yashika Fomby is a Licensed Professional Counselor in the state of Alabama who has an extensive background of
over 17 years working in the social service and behavioral health field. She is a graduate of Jacksonville State
University and holds a Bachelor’s of Science in Social Work as well as a Master’s and ED.S in Counseling. She is the
owner of her own private practice Yashika Fomby Counseling located in Anniston, Alabama. Mrs. Fomby is
passionate about working to help others see the value in themselves while providing a nonjudgmental and safe
space. Not only does she have her own practice, but she is also the Mental Health Coordinator for Jacksonville City
Schools where she’s tasked with incorporating behavioral health services in the school system.

Dallas Rabig, LPC, NCC, IMH-E® - Clinical Mentor, State Coordinator, Infant and Early Childhood
Mental Health, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education
Dallas is a Licensed Professional Counselor and holds an Infant Mental Health Clinical Mentor Endorsement® through
First 5 Alabama. She is currently the State Coordinator for Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health at the Alabama
Department of Early Childhood Education, in partnership with the Alabama Department of Mental Health, where she
works to advance the Competencies for Culturally Sensitive, Relationship-Focused Practice Promoting Infant and
Early Childhood Mental Health® across all disciplines. Dallas is active in state policy initiatives and systems building
to improve the overall wellness of children and families in Alabama.
She works closely with state departments and local agencies that serve children and families, providing
consultation to staff struggling with the delivery of developmentally appropriate practice that is trauma
informed.
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Amy Brakenhoff, M Ed, ECMH-E, Conscious Discipline State Implementation Lead B-8
Amy Brakenhoff works for the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education. She is a mentor coach who works in
the field with Early Head Start classrooms. She also serves on the SELF Team (Social Emotional Learning Foundations),
supporting the education of social emotional learning for children, their parents and teachers. Amy also trains preschool
teachers and Early Head Start teachers across the state of Alabama in Conscious Discipline.

Allison Edwards, B.S. Talladega City Board of Education
Allison currently serves on the Talladega City Board of Education in Ward 2 as Vice Chair. She has worked with the
Community Action Agency of Talladega, Clay, Randolph, Calhoun ,and Cleburne Counties Head Start Program for
approximately 27 years, in the capacity of Education/Literacy and Disabilities Manager. She received an Associate in
Art Degree in Education from Alabama State University of Montgomery, Alabama and a Bachelor’s of Science Degree
in Child Care and Family Education from Jackson State University of Mississippi. She is also a member of the Alabama
Association of School Boards.

Stephanie Eger, CCEP Project Coordination, UCP of Huntsville & TN Valley
Over the last twenty years, Stephanie Eger has been able to utilize her education and experiences in early childhood
and elementary education as a team member of Childcare Enhancement With A Purpose (CCEP) of United Cerebral
Palsy of Huntsville and TN Valley. CCEP, a grant program funded through Alabama DHR,
offers free on-site training, consultation and technical assistance for childcare providers and parents on providing
inclusive environments for children with special needs. Her passion is to help teachers be successful in their
classrooms by making small modifications to ensure success for all. Prior experience includes over seven years
as a Pre-K and third grade teacher.

Deborah Gamble, Program Manager, Office of Training and Development
I am the Program Manager for the Office of Training and Development which is a part of Child Care Services
Division at the State of Alabama, Department of Human Resources. I have been with Child Care Services Division
for 30 years where I was a Child Development Consultant, Child Development Supervisor and currently a
Program Manager. I have two trainers that are a part of the Training Unit, and we provide training in all 67
counties in the State of Alabama. Our targeted audience include Home & Center Providers, DHR Staff and other
agencies.

Travis Morgan- Chavers, M.Ed., Instructor, Athens State University
Travis Morgan-Chavers holds a Bachelor’s of Science in Early Childhood Education and Elementary Education, a
Master’s of Education in Early Childhood and Elementary Education, and is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Early
Childhood Education Mr. Morgan-Chavers has served a prekindergarten, kindergarten, and first grade classroom
teacher, and administrator of a prekindergarten to grade 12 school, a proposal peer reviewer for early childhood
organizations, a liaison and consultant to child development centers, and has led program improvement initiatives to
include the inclusion and advocacy for unrepresented and marginalized groups. He is currently an instructor at Athens
State University, and his expertise include Piagetian studies, mathematics and science in early childhood education
and the psycho-social and moral development of young children.
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Morgan Harris, Project Coordinator for Childcare Enhancement With A Purpose
I’m Morgan Harris, the Project Coordinator for Childcare Enhancement With A Purpose, a program funded by DHR
and housed under East Central Alabama UCP. We promote the inclusion of children with special needs and
developmental delays inside of the classroom. I have been with UCP for over 7 years and working with children for
over 12 years. I get so much joy out of encouraging childcare providers to provide a more inclusive environment for
the children in their care. I’m a dog mom of 5 dogs, I enjoy attending church, reading, anything outdoors and beach
trips with my family.

Dana Merren, Alabama Healthy Kids, Healthy Future Director at Alabama Partnership for
Children
Hello, my name is Dana Merren. This year begins my fourth year as a coach with the Office of Early Childhood
Development and Professional Support. I am originally from Prattville, Alabama and moved to Mobile after graduating
from the University of West Alabama in 2001. In October, I will have been happily married for 13 years to John. I
began my career with the Head Start Program where I held the positions of Teacher, Center Supervisor, and Education
Specialist. I was given the opportunity to oversee the e ducation piece of the New Early Head Start Program within
the agency. Working with Early Head Start opened my mind and heart to the importance of children attending highquality educational programs. Using developmentally appropriate practices and play-based learning. I have been
able to be in the classrooms that inspire children to wonder and explore!

Jalaya Morrow, M Ed, ECMH-E®
Quality Specialist, Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education
Jalaya’s background is Early Childhood Education. She taught with Head Start and Pre-K prior to transitioning to the
department. She also spent 3 years as an enrichment teacher in Montgomery, where her focus was to strengthen math
and literacy skills in children ages 6-7 with and innovative and developmental approach. She supports the teachers with
meeting Head Start Performance Standards Subpart C and offers guidance when needed to ensure that the learning
environment meets the needs of professional development goals, action plans and performance standards.

Pauline Lewis, Early Childhood Training Specialist, Alabama Public Television
Pauline Lewis is the Early Childhood Training Coordinator of Alabama Public Television. She has worked in multiple
roles in the field of education and as a first teacher to adjunct professor at a community college. Pauline is a firm
believer that education is timeless, and one is never to young to start and never to old to learn. Pauline is a mother of
two young adult children.

Erynn Lusk, M.S. Ed., ECMH-E®, Early Childhood Development Coach
Eryn Lusk has worked with the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education as a Challenging Behaviors
Coach since 2018. Working to prevent and intervene with challenging behaviors, when necessary, the
Challenging Behaviors Project allows Erynn to work with teachers and children ages birth to five in classrooms in
the eastern and southeastern area of Alabama. She holds a master’s degree in Early Childhood from Arkansas
State University and has many years of experience teaching and caring for children from ages birth through third
grade, with her heart truly being with children ages birth to five.

Andi Wilson, M.S. Ed., Alabama Infant Toddler Professional Development
A three-time graduate of Auburn University Montgomery, Mrs. Wilson spent 30 years in the Coosa County School
System in various capacities from teacher to reading coach to Central Office Administrator to Superintendent. She
currently serves as an Alabama Infant Toddler Professional Development Specialist through Child Care Central. In her
spare time, she enjoys spending time with her family, especially her three grandchildren.
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Alice Grantham, M.A., Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education
Alice Grantham has worked with the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education as a Challenging
Behaviors Coach since 2019 where she devotes her time to working with children ages birth to five in
classrooms in southwestern counties of Alabama. She concentrates on empowering childcare p rogram
providers through providing direct support and sharing teaching strategies and techniques that help prevent
and intervene challenging behaviors. She holds a master’s degree in Early Childhood/ Early Childhood
Specialist Education from University of Alabama Birmingham, and she has many years of classroom
experience in a variety of settings with children ages birth to through 3rd grade.

Kathy McDonald, Read Right from the Start Facilitator, Alabama Partnership for Children
Kathy McDonald works with the Alabama Partnership for Children (APC) as a Read Right from the Start Facilitator. She
has degrees in Child Development, Early Childhood and Elementary Education, and as a Reading Specialist. She also
holds her Pastoral license. Prior to APC, Kathy worked with the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education as
an Education Specialist and traveled the United States as a Professional Development Specialist/Trainer for Teaching
Strategies. Kathy brings a total of 29 years’ experience in the field of education in teaching, coaching, mentoring,
administration, and professional development. Kathy is married and has three adult daughters and two “son-in-loves”.
Most recently she and her husband were blessed with their first grandchild. Kathy also holds the role as Assistant
Minister of Music at her church.

Jeanna McEwen, Oxford City Library
I am Jeanna McEwen, Assistant Director at the Oxford Public Library. I have worked at the library for over 3
years and wear many hats: the Adult Literacy Advocate, as well as a teacher. I assist with Storytime and work on
our Oxford Room as well as many other projects. I had a career in child care for over 28 years, 14 of those being
a Director and 14 of those teaching and anything else that needed to be done! From all of these years, I have
found one thing in common, a passion for reading, teaching reading, and sharing the joy of reading. .

Allison Fuller, Early Childhood Training Specialist, Alabama Public Television
Allison Fuller is an Early Childhood Training Specialist with Alabama Public Television. She has been in the field of
education serving as a classroom teacher, parent educator, early interventionist, and trainer. She is passionate
about early childhood and preparing teachers to make a difference in the lives of children and their families.

Alexis Lang, Early Childhood Training Specialist, Alabama Public Television
Alexis is an honors graduate from The University of Alabama at Birmingham with degrees in Early Childhood
Education and Elementary Education and completed student teaching experience in a Kindergarten classroom
in Birmingham, Alabama. Alexis also worked as a lab facilitator at McWane Science Center and has taught
third grade in Auburn, Alabama. She is currently an Early Childhood Training Specialist at Alabama Public
Television.

Sheree Taylor, M.Ed., CNWE
Sheree is employed with Auburn University –Alabama Cooperative Extension. Her role is a Human Science regional
Extension educator with a concentration in Human Nutrition, Diet, & Health. She is a proud graduate of Jacksonville State
University (BS), and Auburn University M.Ed. Sheree is a certified Nutrition and Wellness Educator as well as a certified
Extension Educator. Sheree holds a certification as a Senior Diabetes educator/trainer from UIC (University of Illinois in
Chicago). Sheree is also a trained lead educator for the Circle of Promise with the Susan. G Komen Foundation of North
Central Alabama. Sheree covers the East central region of Alabama, which includes 11 counties (Calhoun, Cleburne,
Clay, Chambers, Coosa, Lee, Macon, Randolph, Russell, Tallapoosa, & Talladega).
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Gwen Ford, Child Development Instructor, Gadsden State Community College
My name is Gwen Ford and I have been teaching for 28 years. I began working in elementary and early
education for 8 years. For the last 4 years of my tenure at West End Elementary School, I also worked part -time
for Gadsden State. At this point, Gadsden State took a chance on the Child Development Program and made it fulltime program. It was a temporary trail contract but was very successful and 20 years later, we are going strong
with a full schedule for child development students on both GSCC and Ayers c ampuses. I am married to Craig Ford,
and we have two children, Wells Elizabeth, and Jonathan. I am thrilled to have so many students not only attending
GSCC but contributing to the future of children in the Child Development Program. I am proud to
be associated
with GSCC and the Child Development Program.

Miranda Lambert, Developmental Specialist, UCP of Huntsville & the Tennessee Valley
Miranda Lambert is a Developmental Specialist with United Cerebral Palsy’s Childcare Enhancement with a Purpose
(CCEP0 in Huntsville Alabama. She has worked with children most of her life., including everything from hosting birthday
parties to teaching in a toddler classroom, and now she’s enjoys training early educators to develop more inclusive
classrooms. She is a certified Montessori Teacher and holds a bachelor’s degree in Dramatic Arts and is currently
enrolled in a Child Development Master’s Program. She enjoys blending her love of performance and education to
create child-lead classrooms and educational processes. In her free time, she enjoys cooking, reading and walking with
her dog.

Jonathan Michael Martin, M.Ed., LPC, NCC
Michael is a licensed professional Counselor (LPC) in the State of Alabama and is nationally certified through the
National Board for Certified Counselors (NBCC). Michael completed his Master of Education Degree in Counseling
with a concentration in Couples and Family Counseling at the University of Montevallo in 2017. He has primarily
worked in the chemical dependency and addiction treatment field, most recently working as the primary counselor in
an intensive outpatient program for young adult men aged 18 to 30. He also facilitates a weekly monitoring group for
healthcare and other professionals who are in long-term recovery from addiction. Michael's primary interests in
counseling include studying family/systemic approaches to counseling and learning moreabout group therapy
facilitation skills..

Dr. Arturo Menefee, Director of Leadership Development, UA Center for Economic Development
Dr. Arturo Menefee is the Director for Leadership Development at The University of Alabama Center for
Economic Development. He is an award-winning author of two books and has more than fifteen years of
professional experience in working with schools, nonprofits, businesses, and community organizations. Arturo
received his Ph. D in Public Policy and Administration from Auburn University, and he is a Global Fellow at the
Manufacturing Institute (MDI) in Milwaukee. He is passionate about empowering people, gro wing organizations,
and developing communities.

Beth Corum, P3 Initiative, Department of Early Childhood Education
Beth Corum is a retired kindergarten and Pre-K teacher who has also taught college-level child development
classes. She has been a featured speaker at Early Childhood conferences throughout the U.S. Beth has worked
with the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education in a variety of capacities including First Class Pre -K
coach, assessment administrator and currently she works with the P3 Initiative. She lives in Muscle Shoals,
Alabama.

Maria Ortiz, Bilingual Specialist, Cheaha Regional Head Start
Maria Ortiz was born in Puerto Rico and raised in New York, the Bronx- Latino community known as “El Barrio”.
She was 11 years old when family moved back to Puerto Rico, where she lived until 2007. She has a Bachelor
degree in Secretarial Sciences (Office Administration) from the University of Puerto Rico(UPR). Maria has three
sones: Erik, Jean and Jose. She also has three grandsons. For many years she was a full -time mother and
house wife. Once the boys started school, she began working as an English Teacher at the Middle School in
Puerto Rico. In 2007, the family moved to Alabama, and she started working with Cheaha Regional Head Start,
since then she has worked as a teacher, Family Advocate and now as a Bilingual Specialist. Working with the
Hispanic community and Dual Language Learner’s has become her passion. She is certified as an Interpreter
and working on Advance Interpreting Program.
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Candice Feazell, Loving Kids Learning Center Director
Candice Feazell is a native of Calhoun County, Alabama. Candice has been married to husband Shane for 30
years and has two grown daughters. Candice has worked as a Childcare Director for 14 years. Currently
Candice is the Director at Loving Kids Learning Center of Parker Memorial Baptist Church in Anniston, Al.
Candice also works at Parker Memorial Baptist Church as the Children’s Director for the Church.

Deanna McLeroy, B.A. Drug Prevention Specialist (Agency for Substance Abuse Prevention)
My name is Deanna McLeroy. I am a prevention specialist at the Agency for Substance Abuse Prevention. I am
a graduate of Talladega College and a current student in the Masters of Psychology program at Troy University. I
am passionate about making a difference in the community through my career and personal interest..

Dr. Timothy Phillips, Licensed Professional Counselor
Dr. Timothy Phillips strives to bring a compelling blend of experience, expertise, clarity, concern, and action to
the counseling process to maximize outcomes and provide genuine healing and wholeness to individuals and
families. Timothy earned a Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of Alabama and a Master of Science
degree in Counseling from Jacksonville State University. Timothy earned his Educational Specialist Degree in
Community Agency Counseling from Jacksonville State University. Timothy also received his Ph.D. in
Counseling Studies from Capella University. Timothy is an Associate Licensed Professional Counselor in the
State of Alabama. Timothy has a broad and unique base of experience counseling children and adolescents.
Areas of emphasis with children include mood disorders, posttraumatic stress disorder, conduct disorder,
attention deficit hyperactive disorder, schizophrenia, and psychosis.

Carlena Holton, Pre-K at Ashland Head Start Center, Social-Emotional Trauma Yoga Facilitator
She completed her BA in Family Consumer Sciences with a concentration in Child development in 2007 from
Jacksonville State University. She returned to Jacksonville State University and obtained her MA in Public
Administration with a concentration in Education in 2014. She considers herself a lifelong leaner. She was extremely
passionate as a Head Start teacher for 11 years, working in the Head Start classroom as well as the OSR Pre- k
classroom for Cheaha Regional Head Start. She believes that access to high-quality professional development
and coaching is critical to supporting teachers and caregivers. Nikki currently resides in Oxford, AL with her
husband of eight years Alphonso, they have two boys (Ace 6 and Ash 1). They enjoy traveling, little league baseball
and fishing at the lake.

Christina Leverett, MS, RD, LD, Alabama Healthy Kids, Healthy Future Director
Christina LeVert serves as the Alabama Healthy Kids, Healthy Future Coordinator with Alabama Partnership for
Children. She has over 10 years of experience as a Registered Dietitian. She received her Bachelor of Science and
Master of Science in Nutrition from The University of Alabama. Her experiences in nutrition and wellness led her to
APC, where she coordinates efforts to embed child health and wellness strategies and best practices into existing
state systems and provide training opportunities and technical assistance to child care programs. Christina also has
three children (ages 6,4, and 2 years old) that keeps her busy!

Michelle Denney, Professional Development Manager, Alabama Afterschool Quality Standards Project
Michelle Denney joined the Truman Pierce Institute after serving as an educator for 24 years. She holds a bachelor's
degree in Mathematics from Auburn University and a master's degree in Elementary Education from the University of
Montevallo. She taught preschool for 5 years, fifth grade for 4 years, and middle school math and science for 15 years.
During that time, she also served as a curriculum advisor and developer, a mentor teacher, and a variety of other
leadership roles in her local schools. Currently, she supports early childhood and afterschool educators around the state
as the professional development manager for the Alabama Afterschool Quality Standards Project, focusing on topics such
as social and emotional learning, increasing engagement, and integrating STEM.

Thank you to
our vendors.

Grand Canyon University

Discount School Supply

Thank you to all the individuals, institutions, and
businesses that came out to further educate our
child care providers. Please visit each table for
more information.

Agency for Substance
Abuse Prevention

Fun Science

Anniston Fatherhood

United Cerebral Palsy

Athens State University

Lakeshore Learning

Alabama Department
of Public Health

Alabama Community College /

Council for Professional
Recognition

Alabama Public Television

Leadership in Child Care

2nd Chance Inc.

DIVA Fashions

Trafficking Hope

Kaplan University

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood Alabama/
Alabama Partnership for Children

Gadsden State Community
College

Scholarship

United Way of
North Talladega County

Alabama
Dept. of Human Resources

Alabama Partnership
for Children
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